Amendments to the Claims 



1 . (currently amended) A data service system in a data service network 
system, comprising: 

a content server that stores content files for access by external access 
requests, wherein each of the content files is stored in a full content format and 
an adapted content format which is less resource-intensive to serve than the full 
content format; and 

an adaptive load control system coupled to the content server to pass the 
access requests to the content server, wherein the adaptive load control system 
modifies an access request address to access the corresponding content file in 
the adapted content format instead of in the full content format when the content 
server is in an overload condition such that the content server is maintained at 
safe load conditions , said adaptive load control system comprising: 

a load monitor that monitors the load condition of the content server 

without requiring monitoring of the network, said load monitor establishing 
the load condition of said content server by measuring an amount of time 
between when the content server receives the external access reguest 
and when the content server provides the external access reguest 
the adapt i v e load contro l syst e m supports a co -e xist e nc e of mu l t i p le 
p e rformanc e- iso l at e d v i rtua l s e rv e rs such that p e rformanc e l e v el s a nd load 
adapt i on d e c i s i ons of a first v i rtua l s o rv o r does not aff e ct that of a s o cond virtua l 
server. 

2. (previously presented) The data service system of claim 1 , wherein the 
adaptive load control system modifies the access request address to access the 
corresponding content file in the full content format instead of in the adapted 
content format when the content server is not in the overload condition. 
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3. (currently amended) The data service system of claim 1 , wherein the 
adaptive load control system further comprises: 

a l oad mon i tor that monitors th e l oad condit i on of th e cont e nt s e rv e r; and 
a content adapter coupled to the load monitor and the content server to 
modify the access request address to access the corresponding content file in 
the adapted content format instead of in the full content format when the load 
monitor indicates that the content server is in the overload condition. 

4. (previously presented) The data service system of claim 3, wherein the 
adaptive load control system further comprises an adaption controller coupled to 
the load monitor and the content adapter to cause the content adapter to modify 
the access request address to access the corresponding content file in the 
adapted content format instead of in the full content format when the load monitor 
indicates that the content server is in the overload condition. 

5. (original) The data service system of claim 4, wherein the adaption 
controller determines if the content server is in the overload condition by 
comparing the load information received by the load monitor against a 
predetermined desired load value of the content server. 

6. (previously presented) The data service system of claim 3, wherein the 
content adapter modifies the access request address to access the 
corresponding content file In the full content format instead of in the adapted 
content format when the load monitor indicates that the content server is not in 
the overload condition. 

7. (previously presented) The data service system of claim 1 , wherein the 
content adapter modifies the access request address by modifying a URL 
(Universal Resource Locator) of the access request address. 
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8. (previously presented) The data service system of claim 1 , wherein for 
each of the content files, the content server includes a service directory that 
directs the modified access request address to access the corresponding content 
file in either the full content format or the adapted content format. 

9. (currently amended) In a data service system of a data access network 
system having a content server that stores content files for access by external 
access requests, a method of maintaining the content server at safe load 
conditions, comprising: 

supporting w i th an adaptive load control syst e m a co -e xist e nc e of mu l t i p le 
performanc e iso l ated v i rtual s e rv e rs such that p e rformanc e le v el s and load 
adaption d e cisions of a f i rst v i rtual s e rver do e s not aff e ct that of a s e cond virtua l 
s e rv e r; 

determining load condition of the content server without requiring 
determining load conditions of a network when the data service system receives 
an access request address to access one of the content files stored in the 
content serve r wherein said determining of said load condition of said content 
server measures an amount of time between when the content server receives 
the external access reguest and when the content server provides the external 
access reguest ; and 

if the content server is determined to be in an overload condition, then 
modifying the access request address to access the corresponding content file in 
an adapted content format instead of in a full content format, the adapted content 
format is less resource-intensive to serve than the same file in the full content 
format such that the content server is maintained at the safe load conditions. 

10. (previously presented) The method of claim 9, further comprising 
modifying the access request address to access the corresponding content file in 
the full content format instead of in the adapted content format when the content 
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server is determined not to be in the overload condition. 

1 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 9, wherein the determining 
load condition further comprises: 

obtaining the actual load condition of the content server using a load 
monitor; and 

comparing the actual load condition with a predetermined desired load 
condition to determine if the content server is in the overload condition. 

12. (previously presented) The method of claim 9, wherein the modifying 
the access request address is performed by modifying a URL of the access 
request address. 

13-14. (canceled) 

15. (previously presented) The method of claim 9, wherein the determining 
load condition of the content server is performed either within the content server 
or external to the content server. 
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